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2. National Security Presidential Memorandum (NSPM)
3. The Iran Sanctions Act, the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act, the National
Defense Authorization Act, the Iran Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act.
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5. Executive Order No. 13902.
6. Determination pursuant to S.ection 1 (a) (i) of Executive Order 13902, 202.
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1. OFAC Guidance for Shipping and Maritime Stakeholders on Detecting and Mitigating Iranian Oil
Sanctions Evasion, 2025, p. 9.
2. Visit OFAC Enforcement Releases dated December 3, 2024, April 19, 2024 & January 11, 2022
and related Settlement Agreements.
3. Executive Order
4. Treasury Directives
5. Bureau of Industry and Security Entity List (BISEL).
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7. Executive Order No. 13660.
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1. Mitrova, M. Grushevenko, E. & Malov, A, “The Future of Oil Production in Russia: Life under
Sanctions”, SKOLKOVO Energy Centre (SEneC)., 2018, p. 6.

2. Executive Order No. 13662.

3. Debt Finance

4. Sectoral Sanctions Identification (SSI)

5. Brown, P, “Oil Market Effects from U.S. Economic Sanctions: Iran, Russia, Venezuela”, Library
of Congress. Congressional Research Service (CRS), 2020, p. 11.

6. Directive 2 under Executive Order 13662.

7. Countering Russian Influence in Europe and Eurasia Act (CRIEEA)

8. Brown, Op.cit, pp. 16-17.

9Directive 4 under Executive Order 13662.
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. Brown, Op.cit, p. 17.

. Export Administration Act 1979.

. Mitrova, Grushevenko and Malov, Op.cit, p. 7.

. Ukraine Freedom Support Act (UFSA).

. Countering Russian Influence in Europe and Eurasia Act.

. Defending Elections from Threats by Establishing Redlines Act.
. Defending American Security from Kremlin Aggression Act.

. Brown, Op.cit, pp. 17-18.

. Executive Order No. 13685 .
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2. Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA)
3. Brown, Op.cit, p. 16.
4. Archick, k. Nelson, R. & Rennak, D. "U.S. Sanctions on Russia Before 2022, Library of
Congress. Congressional Research Service (CRS). R45415.2022, p. 9.
5. Brown, Op.cit, p. 32.
6. Ibid., pp. 32-33.
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1. Price Cap Coalition.

2. Price Cap Policy.

3. Executive Order No. 14071, 2022.

4. Determination pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 14071, “Prohibitions on Certain Services as
They Relate to the Maritime Transport of Crude Oil of Russian Federation Origin” (Crude Oil
Determination).

5. Determination pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 14071, “Prohibitions on Certain Services as
They Relate to the Maritime Transport of Petroleum Products of Russian Federation Origin”
(Petroleum Products Determination).

6. Determination pursuant to Sections 1 (a)(ii) and 1 (b) and 5 of Executive Order (E.O.) 14071, “Price
Cap on Crude Oil of Russian Federation Origin”.

7. Determination pursuant to Sections 1 (a)(ii), 1 (b) and 5 of Executive Order (E.O.) 14071, “Price
Cap on Petroleum Products of Russian Federation Origin”.

8. Covered Services.

9. Safe Harbor Process.
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1. OFAC Guidance on Implementation of the Price Cap Policy, 2023, pp. 2-6.
2. Code of Federal Regulations, 2024: [31] 501-599.
3. OFAC Guidance, Op.cit, pp. 6-8.
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1. Ibid, p. 10.

2. Ibid, p. 13.

3. Poussenkova, N, “Survival of the Fleetest: Russian Oil Companies under Western Sanctions”,
Russian Analytical Digest. No. 308. 2024, pp. 5-6.

4. Rudnik, F, “Partial success: Russia’s oil sector adapts to sanctions”, Center for Eastern Studies,
No. 528, 2023, p. 7.

5. Ice Pearl Navigation Corp.

6. Poussenkova, Op.cit, pp. 5-6.
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Abstract

With the objective of reducing Iran’s oil exports to zero and diminishing
Russia’s oil revenues, the United States has imposed extensive primary and
secondary economic sanctions on the international oil trade of both countries.
Adopting a comparative approach and employing a descriptive—analytical method,
this article examines the legal regime governing U.S. sanctions on the sale of
Iranian and Russian oil in order to identify their similarities and differences within
the framework of international trade law. The main research question addresses
whether unilateral U.S. sanctions produce identical effects on the international oil
trade of Iran and Russia. The final analysis demonstrates that the nature, objectives,
and legal frameworks of these sanctions differ significantly. While sanctions
against Iran are designed to entirely eliminate oil export revenues—resulting in an
absolute prohibition on the purchase of Iranian oil by U.S. natural and legal
persons—and while secondary sanctions with extraterritorial character
substantially expand the scope and severity of their impact, sanctions against
Russia are primarily focused on long-term and high-risk projects. Moreover, the
purchase of Russian oil remains permissible under certain restrictions, such as the
imposition of a price cap mechanism. These differences indicate that unilateral
sanctions do not exert uniform effects on the two countries and are consistently
accompanied by substantial conflicts with fundamental principles of international
trade law, including the principles of non-discrimination, most-favored-nation
treatment, and the prohibition of quantitative restrictions.
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