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1 Steiner, H., An Essay on Rights, Wiley-Blackwell, 1994, p. 8. 
2. Kramer, M. H., “Introduction”. In M. H. Kramer (Eds.), Rights, Wrongs and Responsibilities (pp. 

13-20). New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2001, p. 15. 
3. Steiner, H., op. cit., pp. 213-216. 
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6. Steiner, H., op. cit., pp. 213-214. 
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210-218. 




���� !��=*�>  B����� � ������� ���� �������3R B4 .��1�)12( ...!)(?
 !)�� (0 ������� @1�M�� ���� ���;�' .
��;��0  

 

128 

[2�C� F��� @� '�� ��	q� -,�	"X� >�8� ��H �O� ����N��2 �2 �� =T�q�  '�� @�H
�9 ����� �
C�

C����� o
� @�@2 !K *
�q� �+ ����2 ��3J� ,+�+�� ���2 �� 
�� 'N�
�D !��=c G��O.1  

@�H
�9 o
� �� �
 �
C� ��� -�CC� >�8� �� [2�C� ��
��K 
���� -@+�I� ,+� �
  �C+�	�� -/�Q�+
 ,+� .!��

��� �
 ��/ ,+����=�� �� ���( �7 ��;  �
��K � �
�� '�0��� *�O� @2 ���
��� ,�L @� ���+�c t�;


[2�C� @�H
�9 [+��� @2 -�3C�'�� �a	�� a�� �q�=T.2
 �
� ��"3� F+��� -�2��� �
 @����Q  ��� �� ���

�� U���O � 
��
 ��H 
�� ���2 �+�=� !�� +
 [L� @� �+�Q.3  �� ���q� �C+�	�� ���»����� ��2��2 «

�� .'�� !��=c �a�	"� ��:� �� �� _�2 >�8� @� �Cq� ,+�2 t���
 

3.1. ��8.Q)��� ��(7+ � .E)��� @M 

���	"� ����D �
 �q+��� '���9 -�C+�	�� @+�I� ���+�D _X2 �
� �� �;�� [2�C� F��� �+��� �2  .
��

�� |+�8� �� [2�C� �Q� @� �C� =T�q� @2  @�; !��� �2��2 ��T"���o /�1� �� ��:+� '���9 -���  @� �C�

 �2 ��2��2�� ,+��+�;�������  �2 G����� �C���
�� fnO� -[2�C�.4
 @2 @� -G����� ,+�  -'��
 '��N
 @�aC�

@2 @0�2 /�
2 �2��2 �
 '���� @2�r� �� ���� o
� �� _�2 ���
�2 �� .
 �+�
� ��;����D �2 a��� -�2��� �


�� ���� �� G��3� �O� t
��
 ���y� [+��� @C�1�2 @� '�� ��:� ����� �
C� ��2��2�� @� 
��
  [��C� ���

!����J� ���2.5 ��� �C+�	�� �� ,+���K '�9��1� � �+��� �
 �� ���q�  g�� -'�� b��1� ��2��2�� :�+�c

��2 @	��Q �0� @���� @�H
�9 .��� 
��C2 �2 �Q� .��a+��� ,+�  ,��=� �
 ���� ��J� @� '�� !��; o
�

S� G�+�I� �� /���� !��2 ��J� @+�I� ,+� �
 @� 
��
 ���y� �� .�C�  '���9 -�; *
�q� � !���� ��C=� �2

�� /��:C� �(��� �9��	c� ��;����D >�O @� -
��.6  @� 
��
 �� !K !��� �C+�	�� @+�I� -���
 ,��; @2

��a�� -�
�� '�0��� �3� !��2 �C� ��J� a�� �� �X+��� '���9 ��;.  @� '�� S�J� ����� g�� '���9

 F���[2�C�  
���� ��	J� �� !� �; �2��2 o
� -�q�=T�C� !��=c �+.7 �0���
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1. Steiner, H., op. cit., pp. 233-238. 
2. Shnayderman, Ronen, “Freedom, Self-Ownership, and Equality in Steiner’s Left-Libertarianism”, 
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3. Nozick, R., op. cit., p. 178. 
4. Steiner, H., op. cit., pp. 237-240. 
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1. Rawls, J., op. cit., p. 101. 
2. Rawls, J., Ibid, pp. 75-78. 
3. Steiner, H., op. cit., pp. 233 & 245. 
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Abstract 
In many legal systems, private ownership of natural resources and public assets 

has often been founded on historical appropriations made without regard to the 
equal rights of all individuals to those resources. Hillel Steiner’s rights-based 
theory of justice emphasizing negative liberty and the need for historical restitution 
in the initial distribution of natural resources fundamentally challenges these 
conventional foundations of private property. Using a descriptive-analytical and 
comparative approach, this study revisits the legal structure of economic property 
rights from Steiner’s perspective. It aims to identify injustices in the existing 
system and to propose a novel legal framework grounded in individuals’ equal 
rights to natural resources. First, Steiner’s key theoretical components including the 
originality of negative liberty (freedom from interference), the principle of self-
ownership, and the notion of common ownership of natural resources are explained 
and then compared with those of the existing property law regime. The findings 
indicate that the existing economic property law regime, if it ignores individuals’ 
equal shares of original resources and lacks mechanisms of compensation for past 
appropriations, remains unstable from a distributive justice standpoint. In 
conclusion, applying Steiner’s rights-based principles in legal policymaking can 
safeguard negative liberty and legitimate property rights while institutionalizing 
tools for historical injustice restitution and the fair distribution of original 
resources. Thus, Steiner’s framework can serve as a foundation for reforming 
property law and achieving a more sustainable order grounded in distributive 
fairness. 
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Economic Property Rights. 
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